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Ianni: Formal and Social Organization in an Organized Crime "Family": A

FORMAL AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION IN AN
ORGANIZED CRIME "FAMILY": A CASE STUDY
FRA~cis A. J.

IANNI*

Of all the charges made against the Italo-American criminal "families"
collectively described as the Mafia or Cosa Nostra, few are as disturbing as
the allegation that criminal elements are infiltrating and taking over large
areas of legal business enterprise. While the vast majority of the public appears to tolerate organized crime's control of such "harmless" areas of illicit
profit as gambling, many people are worried by reports connecting underworld figures with the ownership of a wide range of businesses such as food
processing, construction, trucking, importing, restaurants, bars, race tracks,
and slot machines.'
One reason for public and governmental concern, of course, is the idea
that the syndicates will use the profits for their legitimate enterprises to

expand their illegal activities. Another more important cause for concern
is the fear that criminal elements, by operating their legal business with
illegal methods, will make it impossible for legitimate businessmen to compete
with them. The belief, held by virtually all government law enforcement
officials, that Italo-American syndicates are allied in a nationwide criminal
conspiracy makes the movement into legitimate business seem even more
sinister.2 Obviously, criminal organizations pose the greatest threat to legitimate business when they act in concert. The mere allegation of conspiracy
suggests that criminal syndicates do have a subversive purpose in mind when
entering legitimate business fields.
Though it is easy to expose the legitimate business portfolios of many
known underworld figures, it is less simple to uncover the reasons behind

their movement into lawful enterprise. The seemingly obvious answer, espoused by criminologists, 3 is that the rich criminal organizations need new
areas in which to reinvest illicit profits. Buying, starting, or "muscling" into
legitimate business also permits 'the underworld figures to evade income tax
prosecutions and provides a respectable front behind which they can discreetly continue their illicit operations.4 The assumption behind this theory
is that criminal syndicates operate just like any other business corporation.
Rationally designed to achieve maximum profits, the expanding criminal
organization will naturally diversify its activities. Hence, moving into legal
*Professor and Director, Horace Mann-Lincoln Institute Teachers College, Columbia
University, New York.
1.

See, e.g., D.

CRnssEy, THEFT OF THE NATION

100

(1969)

[hereinafter cited as D.

CRESSEY].
2.

THE PEsmENT's COMMISSION ON LAW ENFORCEMENT AND ADMINISTATION OF JUSTICE,

THE CHALLENGE OF CRIME IN A FREE SocEry 192-95 (1967) [hereinafter cited as PRESIDENT'S
COMMISSION].

3. PRE smmEN'S CoM mI.SIO, supra note 2, at 189-90.
4. D. CRsmsy,supra note 1, at 99-100.
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business is nothing more than a sensible decision by which more profits can
be accrued while the original investment in crime is protected.
A different, though not entirely incompatible, explanation for organized
crime's entry into legitimate enterprise is offered by sociologist Daniel Bell.
For Bell, organized crime is a "queer ladder of social mobility," through
which successive ethnic groups - the Irish, the Jews, and now the Italo-Americans - have sought to move out of the poverty and powerlessness of the
ghetto. 5 In this view, the move into legitimate business can be seen not
only -as a rational business decision, but as a natural step up the social ladder by which the next generation of Italo-Americans might gain acceptance
and status in the wider American community.
While the motivation for organized crime's movement into legitimate
business has been much discussed, little is known in detail about the legitimate business activities of a typical criminal syndicate or about the relationship between a syndicate's legal andI illegal business activities. Recently, I had
the opportunity to investigate these questions in the course of a study of
one Italo-American organized crime "family" in the New York area.6 This
article presents field data collected on the organization of the legitimate
and illegitimate enterprises of this syndicate's family business. An additional
purpose of this study was an attempt to discover how the family's business en-

5. See D. BELL, THE END OF IDEOLOGY 141-49 (1960).
6. The data presented in this article is the result of two years of close observation of
the activities and behavior of an Italo-American organized crime family. Originally, contacts
with this family were the result of a personal friendship with one of its members. Hence,
in a sense, observations of family patterns had commenced before the study formally began.
Over the two-year period I was able to observe behavior in settings that varied from
large-scale family events, such as weddings and christenings, to more intimate situations
such as dinners with one or more family members in their homes or in the social clubs
to which everyone belonged. It should be added that members of the family were aware
of my role as an anthropologist.
In order to validate data acquired by observation, family members and other persons
knowledgeable and familiar with the family businesses were interviewed. The data on the
legitimate business structure of the family were gathered from interviews with family
members, substantiated by checking business listings and by subsequent interviews with
other family members or persons involved in business operations with the family. Providing
the same kinds of control for data on illegal activities was, of course, more difficult since
there are no record forms for factual checking. All of the data presented on the operation
of the family gambling and loansharking activities were, however, checked for internal
consistency and constantly compared with what is known about the operation of these
areas in organized crime in general.
There are, of course, many pieces of data and some large areas of information that
were simply unavailable. I could surmise just how the legal and illegal enterprises are
integrated only on the basis of what was seen and heard and what members of the
family were willing to tell. The exact relationship between the gambling operations and
loansharking, precisely how much money is involved, how much of it must be used to
buy protection, and the relationship between the family operation and any larger syndicate
were not discovered. The data is particularly thin regarding the relationship between the
subject family and other families involved in organized crime. There was no evidence that
would indicate that the family is part of a national or international syndicate. Neither, of
course, was there any conclusive evidence that they are not.
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terprises related to patterns that have traditionally structured family behavior, and how social and cultural change affected the family as a business
organization. In the process, a rather startling fact emerged: rather than
being a recent step, the family's involvement with legitimate business began with its founding almost seventy years ago. And its movement toward
increased legitimization seems to be a steady trend that has been going on
for four decades.
The research, conducted under a grant fr6m the Russell Sage Foundation, has followed the approach of an anthropologist rather than that of
a criminologist. By and large, the approach of criminologists to the study
of organized crime families has focused on a formal organization model
of analysis.7 That is, the criminal organization has been studied not primarily as a social system but rather as a business empire deliberately constructed to achieve specific goals. Elaborate charts have been developed
showing the organization of model criminal families staffed by a hierarchy
of members whose titles and functions are sometimes borrowed from the
Sicilian Mafia and analogized to positions in an American business corporation.8
While such a structuralist approach has its advantages, it also has major
drawbacks. The most serious of these is that it views the criminal organization primarily as a hierarchy of jobs to be filled and carried out, a blueprint that can be used to construct and reconstruct organizations everywhere. The findings, however, cast doubt upon this approach-secret
societies such as the Sicilian Mafia and the Italo-American criminal families
are not consciously constructed formal organizations. Rather, they are traditional social systems, products of culture, and responsive to cultural change.
Far from being hierarchies of organizational positions, which can be diagrammed and then changed by recasting the organization chart, they are
patterns of relationship among individuals, which have the force of kinship,
and which can be changed only by drastic, often fatal, action.
THE

9

LUPOLLO

"FAMILY"

Italo-American criminal syndicates are justly called "families" because
the relationships established within them produce kinship-like ties among
members, ties that are given even greater power when they are legitimated
through marriage or godparenthood. Every family member knows that every
other member has some duties toward him and some claim on him. Whether
the relationships are based on blood or marriage, as they often are, or are
fictive as in the intricate pattern of ritual alliances through godparenthood,
it is kinship of some form that ties generations together and allies lineages

7. D.CRasszy, supra note 1, at 141.
8. For example, capo-president, sottocapo-vice president, caporegima-plant supervisor. See, e.g., D. CRzssEY, supra note 1, at 111-15; R. SALmmo, & J. To PKim~s, THE Crumn
CoNrxriAoMN 85-93 (1969); PRusmFNT's CoM1imssioN, supra note 2, at 193.
9. "Lupollo" is a pseudonym.
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and families. It is the feature that sets Italo-American crime families off from
other ethnic gangs involved in organized crime.
In this and most other respects, the Lupollo family is no difierent from
any other Italo-American criminal syndicate. In it, as in others, the association of members are a kinship group and their alliance as a business organization are one and inseparable. Functional roles in the family's business enterprises - whether legal or illegal - are almost always a function
of kinship relationships, and the power hierarchy usually parallels generational position. A member of the Lupollo family may have other "outside" business activities and even a profession of his own, but these are
completely separate and have little or no effect on his functional role within
the Lupollo family business.
ORGANIZATIONAL STRucTuRE

oF THE LUPOLLO FAMILY BusiNEss

The patriarch and founder of this family empire, Giuseppe Lupollo,
was born of peasant parents in the district of Camporeale in western Sicily.
Coming to New York's Lower East Side in 1902, he began the family business by using his nest egg to set up two small enterprises. One of these, a
grocery-importing business, was legitimate; the other, a private storefront
"Italian bank," was also apparently legitimate, but seems related, by the
interest charged and the collection methods used, to the family's future
loansharking activities.
Soon thereafter, by shrewd management of these original enterprises,
Giuseppe established himself as partial or complete owner of several other
legitimate enterprises including a small combination bar-and-card parlor.
He also began the family gambling interest by setting up a branch of the
"Italian lottery," the precursor of the policy or numbers racket.
By 1915 Giuseppe Lupollo was an established and feared "man of respect"
in the Italo-American community. He had achieved considerable financial
success, and while his loanshark and gambling activities were well known
in the community his status there was that of a banker and businessman.
Over subsequent decades, both the family business and the family itself
continued to expand. Through marriage and other kinship ties, three other
lineages entered the family business.
The consolidation of the Lupollo family's legitimate business began after World War II when family members began to pare off some of the less
profitable enterprises and to "shore up" and combine some of the more profitable ones. The businesses were combined into eleven interconnected en-

terprises forming the legitimate base for the Lupollo family.

°

10. The legitimate businesses include such diverse enterprises as a real estate and

management corporation, Italian foods producing company, baking company, food processing company, catering service, trucking company, fuel company, garbage and refuse
hauling company, limousine service, and a public relations firm.
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Illegal Operations: Gambling
The legitimate business structure of the family is complimented by a
similar structure of illegal enterprises. Since the time that Giuseppe Lupollo
established his first bar-and-card parlor, gambling has formed the financial base for the Luppolo family organization. The choice of this area of
concentration was not accidental. While gambling is, of course, an illegal
activity, it is characterized by both low visibility and high societal tolerance.
With the exception of ultramoralists, no one is really concerned about the
prevalence of gambling, including the authorities.-1 In the New York area
where the Lupollo family operates, the police tend to look upon gambling as
a minor social vice that, whether carried on in the stock exchange or the
horse parlor, does not hurt anyone. People gamble by their own choice and
the gambler is merely providing a service for a population that demands
to be served. Exposure of gambling syndicates, no matter how large, seldom
produces any widespread indignation, and the penalties usually' assigned
by courts for gambling violations reflect this lenient attitude. 12
The family's involvement in gambling began soon after old Giuseppe
came to the United States when he opened the bar-and-card parlor. Immigrant laborers would come to the card parlor to play ziganetta, an Italian
card game that involved betting in much the same manner as the game of
poker. Sometime during the First World War, Giuseppe Lupollo began
operating an "Italian lottery" out of the same bar-and-card parlor. The
Italian lottery was the forerunner of the policy or numbers game.13 In
this form of lottery the player must successfully guess which three digit
number will result from some previously agreed upon tabulation, such as
the final digits of the United States Treasury cash balance or the total
amount bet on the horse races at a given track on that day. The New York
Stock Exchange is also a popular source for the daily number. While the
odds are 1,000 to I in favor of the "house," if 'the gambler does guess the
proper three digit number, he is paid at odds 'that run as high as 600 to 1.
The lottery is operated out of a storefront "bank" in Brooklyn that is
known in the family as the regional office, the bank, or the main office. The
actual gambling operations take place at a number of distinct and separate
district offices in Brooklyn, Queens, and Long Island. Each of 'these districts
is referred to as a "wheel" and has a franchised manager who has territorial
and functional control over organized gambling in that particular district.Each of the district wheels is fully guaranteed and protected by the
family and for this service each pays a stipulated percentage of the gross
back 'to the regional bank. As far as it could be determined, each district
wheel funds its own local operations, although the regional bank will supply
emergency funds on a loan basis if 'there is a "run" as where there are too
many winners on a particular day. Each wheel is completely autonomous
11. D. CQsms,
12.

supra note 1, at 283-87.

Id.

13. This is the most prevalent form of illegal lottery in large cities at the present time,
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from the others- there is no functional relationship between them nor is
there any comingling of the receipts from each of the different wheels.
Each district manager establishes and operates his own organization.
Runners pick up the bets on the street or in "numbers drops" located in
small business establishments or large industrial concerns. The money and
the bet slips are picked up from the runners by collectors. The collector
turns the funds and slips over to a controller who operates out of one of
a number of branch banks of the district wheel. The money and numbers
slips from each of the branch banks are turned over to ,the district controller
who operates the lottery in that district. The district controller is not the
same person as the manager. The manager is the entrepreneur who owns
and finances the district wheel while the controller is his employee who
actually operates the enterprise. Payoffs on winning numbers follow the reverse of the route for the cash inflow.
Illegal Operations: Loansharking
The loansharking or usury operations of the Lupollo family have grown
considerably from old Giuseppe's "Italian bank." This bank, which he
started soon after his arrival in the United States, was actually an unchartered lending service operating on the basis of Giuseppe's relationship with
specific borrowers. Since there was no regulatory body to set rates of interest
or conditions under which loans could be made, Giuseppe could obtain
whatever interest the -traffic would bear. Because most of the immigrants
either distrusted American banks or were unable to obtain credit there,
and since they usually needed extra money, Giuseppe's business was brisk.
With the money he obtained through his door-to-door selling of imported
goods he was able to capitalize a substantial enterprise. There is no way of
knowing what his rates of interest were, but people in the community who
borrowed money from him now consider it to have been quite high. 14 Whatever his rates of interest, or his ethics, Giuseppe operated his bank as a
private enterprise. He was known as a banker in the community, and as a
result of the independence with which he could operate he was able to
use the bank as a means of partial ownership in a number of businesses when
businessmen defaulted on loans.
Today, loansharking or "Shylocking" is a major part of the family's
illegal empire. Like gambling, it sustains little risk vis-A-vis the police and
courts, and is viewed with tolerance by society. Except for the widespread
belief that loansharks kill or maim defaulters, few really condemn the individual who lends the money even at exorbitant rates; rather they suspect
the improvident who must borrow.
"The organizational structure of the loansharking operations roughly
parallels that of the numbers game. The "street" portion of the business is
14. No loan seems to have been too small for Giuseppe's consideration in the early
days. One informant reports that he always borrowed $2.00 from Giuseppe on Wednesdays
and repaid $2.50 every Saturday. Loans as low as $0.50 were heard of in the pre-1920 days.
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carried on by a number of bankers who are similar 'to the controllers in the
numbers operation. 5 Money is supplied to the bankers at a two per cent
per week rate of interest. The banker then makes the loans directly to the
borrower or, in some cases, through a street man, who like the runner in
the numbers operation is the person actually in closest contact with small
borrowers. The bank charges the street man three per cent interest, and
the rate paid by the borrower is usually five per cent per week.
Unlike gambling, the loansharking activities of the family seem to be
prospering and growing. While the gambling operations are under strong
pressure from Blacks, Puerto Ricans, and Cubans whose mobility in organized crime is gradually forcing the Lupollo family either to accommodate
through franchises or to move out, there does not seem to be much pressure
from the insurgent Blacks and Puerto Ricans in the loanshark business.
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN LEGAL AND ILLEGAL BUSINESS ENTERPRISES

Tracing the relationship between the illegal activities of the Lupollo
family and their legitimate business enterprises is a difficult and uncertain
task. In the first place, all of the data on these relationships comes from
observation, inferences drawn from patterns of business, social, and personal
interaction among family members, and some sketchy interview data obtained from non-family members.
A second problem is that the motivation for movement from illegal into
legal business enterprise is a complex one. Unquestionably, some of it
develops from the interrelated needs of legitimating the money that is received in illegal activities and finding a variety of legitimate ways to put this
money to good use. Some of the movement, however, is the result of the
normal process of social and occupational mobility, which characterizes all
ethnic groups in -the United States.1 6 The social motivation to move ahead
of one's own social and occupational world, as well as the urge to have
one's children reach the American dream, operate just as potently for the
Lupollo family as for other American ethnics. There is an old Sicilian
adage that admonishes the peasant not to make his children better than he
because this can only earn ingratitude and sorrow. The proverb, however,
seems to have been left behind in Sicily along with the dosed social system
that made social mobility difficult if not impossible.
A third difficulty in describing the relationship between illegal activities
and legitimate enterprises is that the nature of that relaitionship has changed
over time. Over the course of the family's history, there has been a gradual
movement toward legitimation - an increasing acquisition of legitimate
businesses, and an increasing separation of legitimate and illegitimate activities.

15. See text following subheading Illegal Operations: Gambling.
16. See lanni, Residential and Occupational Mobility a Indices of the Acculturation of

an Ethnic Group, 36 SocuL FoRcEs, Oct, 1957, N9, 1,
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When Giuseppe first came to the United States in the pre-World War I
period, he personally operated and controlled both the legal and illegal
activities as part of one organization. During this period in the development of the family business structure, the distinction between the legitimate and illegitimate portions of the organization were minimal since Giuseppe ran all of the activities as the visible and sole owner. Profits from
illegal activities were placed directly into legitimate activities, such as the
purchase of real estate or movement into business enterprises such as baking
and grocery stores. As a matter of fact, Giuseppe used the "Italian bank"
as a means of gaining control of these businesses. Default on loans resulted
in his taking over an increasing amount of control of numerous small businesses, and in each case the pattern was the same. Illegal and legal business
activities, no matter how small, were centered in Giuseppe himself who
linked the two areas together.
Sometime after 1920 the first of two transformations of the Lupollo
family business began. As Giuseppe's business enterprises grew and prospered,
it became necessary to delegate responsibility for various segments to someone else. In this phase, Giuseppe began to diffuse control, but always with
two organizational guidelines uppermost. Whether as a result of the familial
orientation of the southern Italian culture from which he came, or because of his own inherent shrewdness, he built his business empire - legal
and illegal - on kinship. During his lifetime, no position of importance was
ever assigned to anyone who was not a relative. Moreover, the higher the
position in the organization the closer the relationship. The second organizational imperative led Giuseppe to begin the process of dividing the family members into those who would operate the legitimate businesses and
those who would perform in the illegal world. He seems to have taken a very
pragmatic approach in deciding who should go where. When the illegal
gambling and banking activities became large enough, he employed a distant cousin of his wife to work for him in -the gambling enterprises, but
kept the bank for himself.
Giuseppe's eldest son began his career working in the Italian lottery.
Later, however, when the legitimate businesses became large enough, he
moved out of 'the illegal area and gradually gained control of the various
legal business enterprises, eventually being designated by his father as the
head of the family business organization. Thus, Giuseppe's eldest son has
had experience in both the legal and illegal aspects of the business. On the
other hand, Giuseppe's second son seemed by inclination and training always destined to move into the respectable areas of business. From the
outset, the younger son operated, at least as far as his visibility was concerned, only in the area of legitimate businesses. Whether or not old Giuseppe
designed it deliberately, this division with the eldest son more in control
of illegal areas and -the younger son controlling the legitimate front for the
family continues to this day.
In the post-World War II years, the Lupollo family moved out of the
ghetto into the mainstream of American business and social life. The various
family companies gradually began to take shape as related but distinct
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corporations. 7 Illegal activities continued also, but now that the family's
legitimate enterprises operated outside the protective walls of the ghetto
in the relatively open world of American business, it was important that the
legitimate businesses be insulated from unlawful activities. This was the
aim of the second transformation of the family business. This insulation
was achieved through a system by which monies and services were tranferred
from person to person, rather than from company to company. In Giuseppe's
day, services had been rendered by one company to another, and some illegal activities were serviced by legal enterprises. Cash was also transferred
from activity to activity regardless of distinctions of legality. Now, however,
cash and services flow only through individuals.
Legal and illegal activities seem to be further insulated from each other
by the use of two companies as centers for the transfer of funds. The money
from gambling is invested in a family controlled realty company. Then,
after money is "deansed" by reinvestment in legal activities, it is reinvested
in loansharking.
THE FUTURE oF THE LUPOLLO FAMILY BUSINESS

The successful blend of illegal and legal enterprises that constitutes the
Lupollo business empire has been seventy years in the making. Over this
period, its constantly increasing prosperity has enabled heads of the family's
various lineages to provide their relatives -from children and grandchildren to distant cousins -with jobs, financial security, and a lavish lifestyle.
In this sense it could be said that -thekinship-based organization of the Lupolio family empire has enabled family members to preserve a type of extended family system that the counterpressures of American life could otherwise have easily destroyed.
Yet while the family business is flourishing today, a number of sociocultural developments cast a shadow over its future. Most-important of these
is the disappearance of the kinship model on which such families are based.
This model is drawn from the culture of southern Italy, where the extended
family has always eclipsed social institutions in importance; where, in fact,
there has been almost no social structure outside the family.18 In the old
country, the extended family embraced an individual's whole life and demanded his total loyalty. Within its confines family members learned a
common set of roles, norms, and values, which not only regulated their behavior within the family but structured their relationships with the outside
world as well. In his relations with outsiders, a man never acts simply as an
individual, but rather as a representative of his clan. Highly moral and selfsacrificing within his family, the southern Italian could not conceive of any
moral or social force outside it. Family roles were structured to insure that
he learned this lesson early and well.1 9
17. See note 10 supra.
18.
19.

A. PARSONS, BEaE, MAGiC AND ANoMrE 96-97 (1969).
L. BARzINr, Tim ITALIANS 193-94 (1964).
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Immigrants such as Giuseppe Lupollo brought this pattern with them to
America where, for a long time, the fact that extra-familial institutions were
alien reinforced the reliance on the family-centered moral system. Ultimately,
since men like Giuseppe knew of no other way to organize their world,
the southern Italian kinship-based moral code was used to organize roles
and behavior within criminal syndicates, which fittingly became known as
"families." Thus the southern Italian's filial respect and obedience toward
parents was expanded to include the head of his criminal family (who was
usually a relative anyway). His obligation to be loyal to his kin before outsiders became the famous "Mafia code of silence." And the collective amorality toward extra-familial authority structures traditionally felt by southern Italians became a powerful force binding criminal families to each other.
After three generations of acculturation, this powerful pattern of organization is finally losing its hold on Italo-Americans generally- and on the
crime families as well. In the Lupollo family, the change can be seen in
many ways. The old authoritarian structure, in which generational position,
the closeness of kinship relations, and traditional personal qualities (ruthlessness, a high sense of honor, et cetera) determined a man's role in the
family is being challenged by new conditions.
As the Lupollo family's legitimate businesses continue to move into the
American mainstream, political influence, the ability to work outside the
Italo-American community, and technical expertise will become more important for the continued success of the family empire. Ultimately, the
family's businesses will become more bureaucracized and more like other
American business corporations. When this transformation is completed,
ability rather than kinship will be the criteria for determining positions and
rewards, and the family business structure will no longer be coterminous
with the family's social organization.
The effect of acculturation on the Lupollo family can be seen in another,
more direct way - increasingly the younger generation is disengaging itself from the family business. The movement of the younger generation of
the Lupollo family into independent mainstream careers would seem to
support the thesis that for Italo-Americans, as for other ethnic groups, organized crime has been a way station -to ultimately respectable roles in American
society. If the Lupollo family is a fair example, it is predictable that fewer
and fewer young Italo-Americans will be recruited for membership in criminal syndicates of the future. Instead, like the Irish and the Jews before
them, they will continue to advance into mainstream politics, professions,
and corporate businesses. Only one obstacle would seem to stand in the way
of this trend: with public interest in organized crime's infiltration of business and politics at its height, it is possible that the younger generation of
Italo-Americans will be penalized for the sins of some of their elders, and
that the Mafia stigma will act, temporarily at least, as a brake on this natural
movement.
As American culture continues to erode ,the strength of family and kinship in the Italo-American community, the criminal families will weaken
too. Eventually, they will disappear, or at least change their present form
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so much as to be unrecognizable. As they do, they will give way to the next
wave of aspiring ethnics.
The evidence of this displacement is already apparent. In New York
City, for example, Blacks, Puerto Ricans, and Cubans are now displacing
Italo-Americans in the control and operation of the policy or numbers racket. In some cases, as with the Lupollo family, this is a peaceful succession in
which the Italo-American families literally lease the rackets on a concession
basis. In this arrangement, the family supplies money and protection while
the Blacks or Puerto Ricans run the operation. In other cases, however, the
transition is not as peaceful and the syndicate members are actually pushed
out. Current estimates are that upward to one-fourth of the policy racket in
New York has already changed hands. 20
An era of Italo-American crime seems to be passing in large measure
due to the changing character of the Italo-American community and to the
ability of American society to absorb and transform immigrant cultures.
What remains to be seen is whether the "myth of the Mafia" - the image of
a nationwide conspiracy to control all organized crime and to subvert legitimate business and political life - will die out too, or whether it will linger
to haunt the next generation of Italo-Americans.

20. Information gathered from interviewing.

Published by UF Law Scholarship Repository, 1971

11

